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Centennial High School

4300 Centennial Lane

Ellicott City, MD 21042

September 5, 2017
Dear Chamber Choir Parents and Students,

Welcome to the 2017-2018 season of the Centennial High School Choral Program! I am excited to welcome you to the Centennial High School Chamber Choir and I look forward to the many wonderful opportunities planned for this school year. 
I am honored to be joining the Centennial High School music department after spending the past two years teaching vocal music in HCPSS at Veterans Elementary School. I am a proud graduate of the University of Maryland, College Park where I earned my BM in Voice and my BME in Choral Music Education. It’s truly a joy to be welcomed into this department, and I look forward to getting to know you all throughout the year. 
This packet contains a description of specific choral music objectives, grading policies, essential materials for class, and tentative concert dates.  Please take a few minutes and carefully review this packet.  I hope that this information serves to answer any questions you have about the choral music program.  Please read this packet carefully and fill out the Music Department Online Information Form found on www.centennialmusic.org by Friday, September 8th.  The $15 outfit fee payable to CHS Friends of Music is also due Friday, September 8th.  
I look forward to an exciting and musically rewarding year together.  If you have any questions, or concerns please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Ms. Rebecca Vanover
Director of Choirs

Centennial High School

(410) 313-2856

rebecca_vanover@hcpss.org
www.centennialmusic.org
CENTENNIAL HIGH SCHOOL

COURSE SYLLABUS

2016-2017 CHAMBER CHOIR

Instructor: Rebecca Vanover

Email: Rebecca_vanover@hcpss.org
Location:   Room 703


Time:
3rd period
Classroom Objectives

The Student should be able to:

· Follow classroom rehearsal procedures

· Meet individual responsibilities for condition of school-owned music

· Follow concert performance procedures

· Meet performance obligations as indicated on the school’s comprehensive calendar. (Subject to change with ample notice)

· Demonstrate basic competencies of vocal performance in the areas of correct breathing and breath support, tone production including placement, resonance, and use of head voice, sight reading musical notation, choral diction, accurate intonation and tone blending within a section*

· Read and perform appropriate NAfME (National Associate for Music Education) grade music for Choral Festivals of adjudication

· Sight read appropriate NAfME grade level music notation for Choral Festival of Adjudication

*(Taken from the HCPSS program of studies, General/Choral Music)
Classroom Expectations: When accepting membership in the CHS Choral Program, you agree to perform to the best of your abilities and cooperate with all members and leaders of the choral program in making your chorus the finest musical organization that our combined efforts can produce.  The following expectations are listed to create an atmosphere conducive to musical learning:

· Demonstrate respect for peers, teacher, and self.

· Be on time, on task, and stay in your seat.

· Bring all materials to every rehearsal.

· No gum, food or drink in the classroom.

· Display proper rehearsal etiquette.  Refrain from talking and respond appropriately to direction given by instructor.

Materials:

· Choir folder and music

· Pencil with eraser

GT

· Credit information is available upon request, and information is forthcoming.
Grading:

Performance Assessments/Skills Tests

30%
Class Participation and Contribution

20%

Performance Attendance



20%

Written Assignments and Exams


20%

Sectional Attendance




10%
A. Performance Assessment/Skills Tests

Every student will receive graded performance assessments and skills tests throughout the year. Performance assessments cover concert music and skills tests cover scales, arpeggios, and sight reading exercises. Part checks will be graded on performance of assigned materials with a rubric. 

B. Class Participation and Contribution 
Students will sing every day and will occasionally complete written assignments.  An unexcused absence will result in earning zero participation points for that day.  The rehearsal participation and contribution grade will be based upon the level of participation in class activities, completion of assignments, and preparedness with class assignments and materials.  

Students will occasionally be required to attend after school rehearsals to work on combined music between the groups.  The rehearsal schedule will be given out in advance and students will lose participation points for absences.

C. Performance Attendance and Contribution 
A performance is the end result of the ensemble’s preparation; therefore, attendance at a performance is MANDATORY.  Every person is equally important in a performance.  Only in cases of extreme emergency, extraordinary circumstance, or personal illness, will a person be excused from a performance.  The director must approve excused absences.  Any absence that is not brought to the director’s attention for approval prior to the performance will be considered unexcused.  A job is not an excuse for missing a performance.  Your performance grade will be earned by being present, on time, in proper attire, and by participating positively and fully. An unexcused absence or tardy will result in a loss of points.

D. Assessments
Students will be graded on their memorization of material, their ability to sing certain melodies or harmonies, their improvement in sight-reading musical examples, as well as other information throughout the year.  Assessments will be singing quizzes, written tests, aural dictations, sight-reading examples, etc.  The singing tests will be graded on performance of assigned materials with a rubric.

E. Sectional attendance
Students will have voice part-specific rehearsals (sectionals) throughout the year (typically 2 or 3 per quarter).  Students are pulled from 1st, 4B, or 5th period for sectionals.  Students will not miss the same class more than 50 minutes per quarter and are expected to make-up any work they miss.  If a test or lab is scheduled in your class and you cannot attend your sectional, you are required to make arrangements with Ms. Vanover to make-up the sectional from the same period on another day.  Failure to make-up a missed sectional will lower your quarter grade.  

Reminder: Any kind of job is not an excuse for missing rehearsals or a concert.  If you have a conflict, you must let Ms. Vanover know AT LEAST two weeks prior to a performance, or 1 day prior to a rehearsal.  

Behavior Policy:

First offense: 


Warning

Second offense:

Parent notification by teacher

Third offense:


30-minute teacher detention
Fourth offense and beyond:
Office referral

Academic Integrity:

I will not lie, cheat, or steal and I will accept the consequences of my actions.

At Centennial High School we value honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility.  We take very seriously the commitment students have made to these values.  Students must maintain academic integrity at ALL times.  Students who plagiarize, cheat, turn in assignments (homework or class work) that are not their own work or allow another student to copy from them, or any other action deemed as a violation of this policy will be disciplined.  We hold our Centennial students to the highest standards and expect them to take personal responsibility of their actions to maintain an honorable environment.

Digital Tools:

Throughout the school year, our class will be using digital tools as part of our curriculum and instructional programming. When using any digital tool, students will learn about safe and effective practices for interacting online. HCPSS contracts with Essential Digital Tools used for instruction. For more information visit:http://www.hcpss.org/digital-tools/

In addition, our class will be using authorized Supplementary Digital Tools. To learn more about HCPSS authorized Supplementary Digital Tools and link to their terms of service and privacy policies, please visit: http://www.hcpss.org/digital-tools/


The Supplementary Digital Tools we will be using this year are listed below. If there is specific Supplementary Digital Tool that you do not want your child to use, please contact me and I will provide an alternative enrichment opportunity.

www.remind.com
www.quizlet.com
www.musictheory.net
Concert Attire

Students are required to wear the designated concert attire at all performances.  Students will have two different concert uniforms.  
1. Madrigal attire: Students are responsible for the general upkeep for their school owned madrigal attire. There is a $15 outfit fee payable to CHS Friends of Music, due by Friday, September 8th.
2. Concert attire:
· Black concert dress, payable by check made out to CHS


· Black closed-toe dress shoes and nude nylons provided by students.
OR
· Tuxedo purchased through school, payable by check made out to CHS 
· Black dress shoes and socks provided by students.
· Black tights or yoga pants for underneath the madrigal attire.
An outfit order form will be sent home with sizes and pricing.  Please send in the check with the form.  Contact Ms. Vanover regarding any financial concerns.  
Centennial High School Choir Calendar 2017-2018

SEP
12
7 pm
ALL
Back to music night


13
3 pm

Application deadline for Junior/Senior All-State Chorus

OCT
20
8-noon
SG
MMEA Men’s Demonstration Choir


21
All day

Mattress sale





NOV
5
3pm
SG
HOCO GT Honor Choir performance

11
TBA

Auditions for Junior All-State Chorus


18 
TBA

Auditions for Senior All-State Chorus


30
2:15-3:15
ALL
Chorale rehearsal

DEC
7
2:15-3:15
ALL
Chorale rehearsal


12
7 pm
ALL
Centennial Winter Choral Concert

13
2:15-3
ALL
Chorale & orchestra rehearsal

13
7pm
ALL
Centennial Orchestra and Choral Concert

16
TBA
Mads
National Gallery of Art performance

15,20,21
7 pm
ALL
Concert snow dates

JAN
19
3-9 pm
ALL
Centennial High School Feeder Concert


27
TBA

Howard County Solo and Ensemble Festival

FEB
8
2:15-4 pm
Mads
Chamber Choir rehearsal


13
ALL DAY
Mads
Howard County Chamber Choir Masterclass


15 
ALL DAY
Mads
Snow date- Masterclass



22
2:15-3:30pm
ALL
Chorale rehearsal


23
TBA

Bingo Night

MAR
1
2:15-3:30pm
ALL
Chorale rehearsal


2-4
ALL DAY

Junior All-State Chorus, Towson


5
6-8pm
ALL
Chorale rehearsal and clinic


9-11


Senior All-State Chorus, Baltimore


12
2:15-3:15
ALL
Chorale rehearsal


14-15
3-8 pm
ALL
Howard County Chorus Assessments


27
7 pm
ALL
Spring Choir Concert

APRIL 21
ALL DAY

Music Department spring trip- Kings Dominion

MAY
2,3,4
Class

GT Recitals


12
TBA

State Solo & Ensemble Festival


16
6-8:30 pm
ALL
Music Banquet


21&22
      2:30-5pm
     ALL

Pops Concert rehearsals

23
      7 pm
     ALL

Vocal Pops Concert

Concert Dates:

December 12,13: Winter Concerts

January 19: Feeder Concert

March 14-15: HOCO Choir Assessments

March 27: Spring choir concert

May 23: Pops Concert

Combined Chorale Rehearsals:

November 30: 2:15-3:15 pm

December 7: 2:15-3:15 pm

December 13: 2:15-3

February 22: 2:15-3:30 pm

March 1: 2:15-3:30 pm

March 5: rehearsal and clinic 6-8 pm

March 12: 2:15-3:15 pm

Pop Concert rehearsals: May 21 & 22

Spring Trip: 
April 21

Senior All State (10-12 grade)

September 13: application due

November 18: Auditions

March 9-11: All State weekend

Junior All State (9 grade)

September 13: Application due

November 11: Auditions

March 2-4: All State weekend 

HoCo GT Chorus

Calendar will be issued separately.

* All dates are subject to change. Thank you for your cooperation. 

